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WASHINGTON (AFP)- 
US Secret an of State 
Colin Powell said in an 
interview with AFP 
that he was confident 
elections would be held 
in Afghanistan in 
September as scheduled 
despite slow voter 
registration. 

He said registration 
would "have to pick 
up speed in order to 
meet the September 
deadline, but I see no 
reason why we 
shouldn't have a 
successful vote." 
Powell said the US- 
led coalition was 
also trying to 
overcome some 
security problems in 
the war-torn country. 
The United Nations 
says more than 1.7 
million Afghans have 
registered so far to 
vote in the country's 
first post-Taliban 
elections. 

Registration has 
been going on in 
eight major cities 
around the country 
since December last 

year but from May 1 
the process had 
moved into all 
provinces in a 
massive logistics 
exercise which 

hopes to register an 
estimated 10.5 

million eligible 

Afghans. 

"We're very anxious 
to see successful 
elections this 

- September and the 
UN is hard at work 
with registration 
activities," Powell 


He noted Pakistan's 
efforts to hunt down 
al-Qaeda and Taliban 
fugitives in its 
mountainous 
northwest Afghan 
border, saying 

President Pervez 
Musharraf "is as 
concerned as we are. 
or as the Afghans 
are, that that part of 
Pakistan not be a 
safe haven for 
terrorists or remnant 
Taliban elements." 

The United States, he 
said, was working 
closely with Pakistan 
to assist it in 
weeding out the 
insurgents and 

gaining full control 
over their areas so 
they could not 

remain there. 

Powell also said 

Washington was 
working closely with 
Islamabad to uproot 
a clandestine 

network run by a 

Pakistani nuclear 
scientist. 

Abdul Qadeer Khan, 
hailed as a national 

hero in Pakistan for 
creating its nuclear 
program, had 

confessed sale of 
nuclear expertise 
and technology to 
Iran, Libya and North 
Korea. 

"And I’m not saying 
it’s all completely 
fixed and we've 
pulled up every one 
of the roots, but the 
kind of things that 
A.Q. Khan was doing 
a couple of years ago 
he is not doing them 
now," Powell said. 


CHARM >I,AK. AlgluirtuHn 

I Vlx-'k uuiloril (ien Alxlul 
Kiislnd Duslum and Ins Tajik 
nviil (.ten, A(|a Mohammed 
I He two mam militia leaders 
who have supixtiled ihe I1S- 
led anil-terror coalition agreed 
10 lum in all their heave 
weapons alter the most serious 
post-Taliban factional lighting 
between then forces erupted in 
(tetober killing at least 10 
people 

Yet north of the country has 
remained tense, with more 
clashes breaking out in 
April. The disarmament 
process has slowed down 
amid mutual suspicion and 
political jockeying ahead of 
presidential and 

parliamentary elections in 
September. 

At ‘Afghan army Capt. 
Abdul Jabar base west of 
the northern capital of 
Mazar-e-Sharif sit a dozen 
rusting tanks and some 75 
artillery pieces handed in 
by Dostum an estimated 

40 pel cent of his heavy 
arms. according to 

Australian Army Lt Col 
Chris Mead, military liaison 
officer for U N. operations. 
'They're only turning in their 
junk, it's evident," said U S. 
Army Maj Danny Vice, 39. 
of Leroy, Ala, a military 
trainer working with Jabar's 
battalion "They're just 

turning in enough to 
appease the government" 
East of Mazar, where the 
rest of Jabar's battalion is 
based, sits another 
weapons storage site, 
where Atta has turned in 28 
tanks, 25 armored 
personnel carriers and 

about 30 pieces of artillery 
— some 90 percent of his 
arms, according to Mead. 
That imbalance has led 
Atta to cry foul — 
prompting repeated trips to 
Kabul by both warlords to 
hash out a deal with 
President Hamid Karzai 
Dostum, karzai's special 
adviser on security in the 


north, is believed to be 
holding out for a top spot in 
the central government 
before he hands over his 
weapons. 

Already 1,000 men from 
each side have gone 
through the internationally 
backed disarmament 
process, leaving them with 
4.400 militia each. 
However. Dostum is 
believed to have another 
3,000 fighters, and Atta 
another 2,000. according to 
Mead 

Despite their armed-to-the- 
teeth posture, some say the 
warlords are realizing 
Karzai's government is 
here to stay — and the real 
battle is now at the ballot 
box 

'There is an 

acknowledgment that 
promoting agendas by 
military means is comirg to 
an end" said Michele 
Lipner, head of the U N. 
mission in north of the 
country 

Dostum is not only a 


Dostum is not only a 
warlord but also has his 
own Jumbesh-e-lslami 
political party and the 
support of fellow ethnic 
Uzbeks across the north. 
Atta is closely allied with 
Defense Minister 

Mohammed Fahim. a fellow 
Tajik, and part of the 
Jamiat-e-lslami political 
party 

Lt Gen. Majid Rouzi. 
Dostum's deputy, reclining 
at his home in Mazar-e- 
Sharif, sounds more like a 
politician than a warrior, 
stressing that Jumbesh will 
field presidential and 
parliamentary candidates in 
the elections and has close 
relationships with leaders 
across north, west and 
central Afghanistan. 

While Karzai is widely 
expected to win the 
presidency, a possible 
coalition between Dostum, 
the brother of slain northern 
alliance leader Ahmed 
Shah Massood, powerful 


Herat Gov. Ismail Khan and 
ethnic Hazara leader 
Mohammed Mohaqeq — 
recently ousted from the 
government — could win a 
sizable opposition faction in 
parliament. 

Letting the warlords get 
involved in government also 
serves the greater goal of 
security. Lipner said. 
"Inclusion is a greater form 
of containment," she said, 
adding that most Afghan 
government officials were 
also involved in past 
infighting that decimated the 
country 

Still, the relatively powerless 
acting governor of Balkh 
province, put in place by 
Karzai seven months ago, 
argued warlords' role should 
be limited in the election. 

"If we had left everything to 
the warlords, they wouldn't 
want even the situation we 
have today," said Habibullah 
Habib, who is also dean of 
Balkh University 
All around Jabar s base — 

an outpost of the fledgling 
National Army meant to 
supercede the warlords’ 
militias, lays the most potent 
symbol of Karzai's 
impotence; Firild after 
blooming field of pink and 
purple opium poppies. 
Zooming by on the main 
road between Mazar-e- 
Sharif and Dostum's 

hometown Shibergharr are 
dozens of motorcycles 
driven by drug runners 
If fighting were to break out. 
Jabar also has a not-so- 
secret weapon; The U S. 
Army trainers with his unit 
could call in air strikes. 

'When we came on duty, we 
knew we had U S. and 
international supporters 
behind us,‘‘ said Jabar. 
intelligence and operations 
chief for the 5th Kandak, or 
battalion, 3rd Brigade of the 
Army, based in Pul-e-Charki 
outside Kabul. 'They're just 
8,000 — if they were even 
80.000 we could defend 
ourselves" 


KABl 'I. (.AFP) — 

I wo foreigners, one ol them ;r 
Swiss citizen, were found dend 
in a garden in Kabul alter being 
Ixialen with bricks b\ unknown 
attackers. a government 
s|Tokesman and police told 
\I-'P 

Interioi ministry spokesman 
Litfula Mashal said the two 
foreign men were killed in 
Chelsitun garden in the west 
of Kabul 

He said one was a Swiss 
man about 30 years old but 
the nationality of the other 
victim was not yet known 
We do not know who killed 
them. Their bodies were 
found at the scene on 
Sunday morning. They 
have been taken to the 
Kabul morgue," Mashal told 
AFP 

'We don't know by now what 
were they doing in the 
garden and who killed 
them The investigation is 
going on " 

A police source said the 
two victims were wearing 
Afghan clothes. "They 
were beaten by bricks 
and killed." he said, 
adding they could have 
been the victims of a 
kidnapping 

A witness who saw the 
bodies in the Kabul 
Hospital morgue told 
AFP "One of them was 
strangled and the second 
one was stoned to death, 
It was a bloody scene " 
Journalists were kept 
away from the morgue 
where the bodies were 
transferred under the 
control of the 
International Security 
Assistance Force, which 
is working with 

Government police to 
maintain security in 
Kabul. 

The bodies were found in 


a vacant old garden 
surrounded by high walls 
in western Kabul near a 
hill. 

There have been a spate 
of killings, kidnappings 
and ambushes involving 
foreigners mainly in south 
and southeast of the 
country, but this is the 
first incident of its kind in 
the capital 

On Wednesday, two 
British nationals and their 
Afghan interpreter were 
killed by -unknown 
attackers in northeastern 
Nuristan province as they 
were aiding United 
Nations (UN) efforts to 
register 10 million Afghan 
voters ahead of the 
September polls. 

In October 2003, a 
French citizen working for 
the UN. Bettina 
Ghoislard, was killed in 
southern Ghazni 

province, while in March 
an expatriate working for 
the International 

Committee of the Red 
Cross was killed in 
southern 2abul province 
An Italian tourist was also 
killed in South of the 

country early last year. 

In December last year, two 
Turkish technicians were 
held in captivity by Taliban 
and later freed, while two 
months earlier two Indian 
road workers in southeast 
of the country and a 
Turkish engineer also 
working on the key Kabul- 
Kandahar highway were 
kidnapped only to be 
released later 
Suspected Taliban have 
increasingly targeted aid 
workers as well as US and 
Afghan troops. 

The wave of violence in 
south and southeast of the 
country has forced UN and 
humanitarian agencies to 
scale back operations, 
undermining urgently 
needed reconstruction 
work as the country 
attempts to rebuild after'23 
years of war. 


KABUL (AFP) - 

One US Marine was killed and another 
injured in a firelight with suspected 
Taliban in Afghanistan as coalition forces 
opened up a new front against Al-Qaeda- 
backed extremists, the US military said. 

The coalition troops came under attack 
overnight near Tirin Kot, the capital of 
the insurgency-hit southern province 
of Uruzgan, Colonel Tucker Mansager 
told reporters. 

Uruzgan, where two Marines were 
injured last week, is considered a 
stronghold of the ousted Taliban 
militia. It is also the home province of 
the Taliban's fugitive leader Mullah 
Mohammad Omar. 

"Coalition forces have reported 
coming under attack overnight south 
of Tirin Kot. One US Marine was killed 
and one wounded," Mansager said, 
adding that the soldier’s name was 
„ being withheld until next of kin were 
notified. 


"These people (Marines) were out on a 
mission away from their base when 
this attack occurred," Mansager said, 
without elaborating. "I can say that it 
was as the result of a direct fire 
engagement with anti-coalition 
militias." 

About 2,700 Marines with the 22nd 
Marine Expeditionary Unit were 
deployed to Afghanistan in April to 
bolster the US-led force's campaign to 
stamp out Taliban and Al-Qaeda 
militants engaged in a drawn-out 
guerrilla insurgency. 

The Marines, whose deployment swells 
the 15,000-strong coalition force to its 
largest level since operations began in 
late 2001, set up a new base last week 
just outside Tirin Kot. 

A US military official said the Marine's 
death was the first American combat 
casualty in Afghanistan since two 
Marines died in a helicopter crash in 
January 2002. 

The death, which brought to 112 the 
number of US-led coalition soldiers 
killed in the country since late 2001 in 
combat and accidents, comes as the 
country struggles with security ahead 
of landmark elections in September. 
Two British security workers and their 
Afghan interpreter were killed by 
unknown attackers in northeastern 
Nuristan province earlier in the week 
as they were aiding UN efforts to 


register 10 million voters ahead of the 
polls. 

US Secretary of State Colin Powell said 
in an interview with AFP that he was 
confident the elections, already 
postponed from June, would go ahead 
despite slow voter registration and 
security problems. 

Meanwhile Mansager urged Pakistan to 
continue its operation against 
suspected militants believed to be 
hiding in the rugged tribal region 
bordering Afghanistan. 

"We fully expect that the Pakistan 
government and military will continue 
to pursue the elimination of terrorists in 
that area until the problem is 
completely resolved," he said. 

A major offensive by Pakistani troops in 
the tribal South Waziristan region in 
March left 124 people dead, including 
46 troops and 63 militants. At least 15 
civilians also died. 

Pakistan extended by two days a 
deadline for the registration of 
hundreds of foreign fighters believed to 
be hiding the region, officials said. 

Under an April 24 deal, foreign militants 
can stay in ihe region provided they 
register with local authorities and 
pledge to lead a peaceful life. 

Pakistani officials said dozens of US 
soldiers crossed into Pakistan from 
Afghanistan Friday while probing a 
shooting incident on their side_ 


Since the Taliban was 
forced from power and 
the Transitional 

Islamic 

State of Afghanistan 
came into being ; 
there have been daily 
positive changes in 
Afghanistan. 
International 
authorities are 

bringing 

Resources to assist 
the government 

respond to the 

immediate needs of 
the people, to 

accelerate 

reconstruction and 
establish a level of 
security in the 

country. These 

improvements are 

paving the way for 
democracy and civil 

independence in the 
country. It is not 
only requiring people 
to obey the law and 


increasing the 
welfare of the 
people, but also 
increasing the 
expectations of the 
people from the 
government. 

While there have been 


many positive 
changes, the 
government has not 
yet been able to 
fulfill all of its 


promises; of electing 
and selecting 

officials based on 
merit, eliminating 
corruption and 

establishing 
security, 

establishing the 

rule of law, 

reverting stolen 

property to the 
people and seizing 
extorted wealth. 
Every day that these 
goals are not met, 
the government loses 
credibility. 

Some people are 
questioning why seme 
government 

authorities are 

using their 

positions to benefit 
their families and 
line their own 
pockets. 

People demand that 
the Transitional 

government use its 
competence and 

oppo r tunity to 

reform the 

government. The 

upcoming Elections 
will be a trial; the 
people will be 
allowed to express 
their thoughts about 
the current 

government, and 

history will then be 
the j udge. 
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United States Embassy in 
Kabul Responds to Press 
Report Alleging Abuse 


Ismail Khan's eldest in Kabul believe 
son was killed by a relations with Interior 
local military Minister Ali Ahmad 

commander known for Jalali are especially 
his sympathies to sour. 

Karzai. "Because of the 

Khan blamed General security here, we have 
Zahir Nayebzada for no need for them 
the March 21 death of (Afghan troops). This is 
Mirwais Sadiq, who a political issue," Khan 
was civil aviation said, 
minister, and said the Surrounded by murals 

commander had been portraying battle 

called to Kabul where scenes from the anti- 

he should be punished Soviet campaign, and 

"I don't want to judge a sitting beneath a 

criminal before he is portrait of Karzai, Ismail 

handed punishment," Khan said he had 
he said of Nayebzada declined several offers 

"If I see that he is not by Kabul to join the 

punished, then I will cabinet, and would 

make a judgment." remain in Herat for the 

The gun battle was foreseeable future, 
another setback in He said the mujahideen 
attempts to bring Ismail faction called Jamiat-e- 
Khan into the Kabul Islami, to which he 
fold, and the belongs, was still 
government sent 1.500 considering whether to 

soldiers from the unite behind a single 

ind women's rights for the center's grip over northern province of National Army to Herat candidate to run 

he kind of stability provinces, and Faryab has raised new to impose order. against Karzai in 

nost provinces could powerful regional fears that regional Ismail Khan is clearly elections in September. 

)nly dream of commanders, often power breakers angered at the "It is too early to decide 

The disarming of the referred to as warlords, threaten stability as do deployment, which he whether there will be a 

nujahideen (holy who pay scant regard Islamic militants in the says is unnecessary strong alternative or 

warriors), who are to Kabul's directives. south and east. and a ploy by his rivals not," he said. "There is 

lelping to secure Khan has clashed with Karzai's visit on in the cabinet. plenty of time; politics 

Afghanistan will bring Kabul in the past, both Monday comes just He did not identify change very quickly 

instability." the silver- for being slow to hand over a month after a individuals, but We are still in 

bearded 65-year-old over millions of dollars clash in Herat in which analysts and diplomats discussions" 


HERAT (Reuters) told Reuters at an in customs revenue 

The country's most official residence from goods entering 
powerful regional overlooking the ancient from Iran and his 

strongman warned on city of Herat, near the apparent reluctance to 

Sundav that plans to Iranian border disarm local forces who 

disarm tens of thousands Khan is revered as a swear loyalty to him. 
of factional fighters over leading warrior in the Estimates vary but 
the coming months could "jihad " or holy war experts put the number 
hurt national stability. not against the Soviet of soldiers closely 
enhance it occupation in the affiliated to Ismail Khan 

On the eve of a visit to 1980s, and associates at 5,000 to 10,000. 
his province by himself closely with Together with a large 
President Hamid "mujahideen" fighters revenue base, that 

Karzai. who has made who still hold sway in makes him the most 
rapid disarmament a some regions outside powerful governor in 
central policy. Ismail Kabul. the country 

Khan said in a rare "And yet they are The government wants 
interview that the disarming the to disarm 40,000 of an 

fledgling National army mujahideen. The estimated 100,000 

was too weak to fill the mujahideen is not militiamen by the end 
power vacuum that bringing insecurity, of June before 
would be created There is not an landmark elections in 

Ismail Khan, the self- alternative army yet to September intended to 
styled "emir of Herat," replace them," Khan cement political stability 
rules the strategic said. after the U S.-led war in 

western province as a His comments 2001 that toppled the 

personal fiefdom, and, underline differences Taliban 
his critics say trades between Karzai, who Recent violence in 


I'he United States Embassy lias learned through 
press channels that an Afghan police officer, 
who reportedly was held by Coalition forces in 
Garde/ and Bagram in August 2003, has alleged 
he was striped naked, photographed while 
naked, kicked and subjected to sexual taunting 
while he was incarcerated According to the 
report the officer was later released 
I he U S. military has launched an immediate 
investigation. “To the best of our knowledge 
this is the first time anyone in the military chain 
of command or the United States Embassy has 
heard of this alleged mistreatment We are not 
aware of the existence of any photos of the 
alleged incident. ' said U S Special Presidential 
I nvoy and Ambassador Zalmay KhaliIzad 
Ambassador KhaliIzad said he was confident the 
US military's investigation will be thorough, 
w ill determine the truth of the allegations and if 
they are true, appropriate action will be taken 


isi.am,vu\D( viti statement said. 

Pakistan threatened US forces hunting Al- 
foreign militants hiding Qaeda and Taliban 

in its northwestern tribal f|9 hters m Afghanistan 
, . . , „ . - „ believe many of the 

belt with other options militants have been 

il they fail to register, slipping over the porous 
according to a border from the Pakistani 
statement, as a stalemate tr 'Ual belt to kill aid 

set in between the wor ^ ers ' troops and 

, officials, returning to 
government and sanc t uar j e s among 

militants. tribesmen on the 

Up to 400 Arab, Pakistani side. 

Chechen and Uzbek Al- The militants and their 
Qaeda-linked militants, tribal allies fought 
whom the US military Pakistani troops for 12 
wants killed or captured, days in late March in the 
have been offered army’s largest ever 

amnesty by the Pakistan offensive against Al- 
on condition they Qaeda suspects, killing 

undergo a registration a t least 46 troops 
process and obtain The offensive failed to 
identification cards. net any significant Al- 

But the militants are Qaeda figures and 

reluctant to be resulted in at least 15 
photographed and fear civilian deaths and 

their identities may destruction of homes 
ultimately lead to their Pakistani authorities 
arrest, according to local have been eagei ever 
tribal elders since to negotiate a 

The offer was made on political solution and 
April 24 but the militants avoid further bloodshed 
have flaunted three local tribes on Mondav 


KABUL (Reuters) - were in contact with 

The killing of two Afghan authorities to get 
foreigners in the capital at more details 
the weekend may have The Agency Coordinating 
been a criminal act, Body for Afghan Relief, an 
possibly linked to the umbrella organization for 
drugs trade, the city's foreign aid agencies, said 
police chief said on no aid workers were 
Monday missing, while the 

The bodies of the two international peacekeeping 
men, one of whom carried force in the capital said the 
a Swiss passport, were case was a matter for the 
discovered on Sunday in Afghan police. 

Chilstone garden, a war- A trickle of back-pack 
battered park in the travelers visits the country 
southern part of Kabul Afghanistan is the world's 
The men, who were leading producer of opium, 
dressed in traditional a drug refined into heroin 
Afghan baggy clothes and and smuggled mainly to 
woolen hats, had been Western Europe, 
stabbed and hit with While Islamic militants 
stones and bricks have attacked international 

Kabul police Chief peacekeepers periodically 
General Baba Jan said in Kabul, other attacks on 
the nationality of the foreigners in the capital 
second man was not have been rare, 
known but both were Stoning to death was a 
thought to have traveled punishment for adulterers 
to Afghanistan from publicly administered by 
Pakistan without visas, the Taliban regime that 
"The investigation is going ruled Afghanistan from 
on and at this stage we 1996 until it's overthrown 
think their killings could by a U.S.-led military 
have cnminal roots," he campaign, 
said Taliban guerrillas are 

"It could be any type of active in south and east of 
criminal act. maybe drugs, the country, where there 
maybe other things." he targets have included 
said when asked to foreign aid workers and 

elaborate and comment on troops, 
information from another Last week two British 
official, who did not want to security experts and their 
be identified, that a Afghan translator were killed 
woman's underwear was in the eastern province of 
found with the bodies. Nuristan while helping the 
The bodies were in the United Nations prepare the 
morgue and no one had country for landmark 
yet come to claim them, elections planned for 
Baba Jan said, adding that September, 
no arrests had been Security worries have 
made already delayed the 

An official at the Swiss elections, which were 
embassy said diplomats supposed to be field in June. 


k \\| > \! I \K \!yli.inixtjn 

l S forces swept 
through an insurgency- 
hit province in southeast 
of the country 
detaining 35 Taliban 
suspects, a senior 
government official said 
Sunday 

Hundreds of American 
soldiers began combing 
three districts of Zabul 
province, about 240 miles 
southeast of Kabul, on 
Friday. Gov. Khial 
Mohammed told The 
Associated Press. 

"There was no 
resistance." Mohammed 
said. "All the suspected 
Taliban are in US. 
custody." 

American troops also 
found weapons during 

the raids, which 

continued Sunday. 
Mohammed said. 

No Afghan troops were 
involved in the raids, he 
said. 

Lt. Col. Michele 

DeWerth a U S military 
spokeswoman in Kabul, 
had no immediate 

comment on the reported 
operation. 

Mohammed initially said 
the operation netted 
Mullah Rozi Khan, who 
is believed to command 
Taliban militants in the 
province, where the 
U.S.-backed government 
of President Karzai has 
little control 

But later he said, "It is 
now confirmed that Mullah 
Rozi Khan was not 
among the 35 Taliban 
who were arrested." 


KABUL - as helicopters circled 

A peacekeeper in overhead 
the capital was Rockets are regularly 
slightly injured fired into Kabul. 

Tuesday by a rocket sometimes slamming 
fired into the into homes, but 

international force's rarely cause major 
main base, a damage or injury 

spokesman for the Last year a barrage 
troops said on the anniversary 

The rocket hit at of the Sept. 11 
about 9:35 a m. local attacks slightly 
time inside the injured a Canadian 
International contractor in Camp 

Security Assistance Warehouse 
Force's Camp This year, soldiers 

Warehouse in from the NATO-led 

eastern Kabul, force have defused 
Canadian Capt. a series of 
Bernard Dionne homemade bombs 
said along the Jalalabad 

"We suspect a Road, where Camp 
rocket." Dionne said. Warehouse and 
though he added several other ISAF 
troops were still and U S. military 
investigating. bases are located 

Kabul's deputy In January. one 
police chief Khalil Canadian and one 
Aminzada, also said British soldier in the 
it was a rocket force were killed in 
attack suicide attacks on 

The injured soldier consecutive days, 
was "doing just fine," The 6.000-strong 
Dionne said. force' currently 

Neither the soldier's patrols Kabul and 
name nor nationality, one northern city, but 
were available is expected to fan out 

After the attack, across the north to 
reporters saw troops help provide security 
driving toward a for planned 

village near the base September elections. 
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